
Strand: Writing 

Topic: 16P- Word Choice 

Level:  9 

Score 4.0 In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

 

Sample Tasks 

 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 3.0 The student: 

 

Considering his/her audience, the student uses precise words, phrases and details to convey 

meaning while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are 

writing (argumentative/informative/narrative). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Words convey the intended message in an interesting, precise, 

and natural way appropriate to audience and purpose.  The 

writer employs a broad range of words which have been 

carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact.  The writing 

is characterized by  

• accurate, specific words; word choices energize the writing.  

• fresh, vivid expression; slang, if used, seems purposeful and is 

effective.  

• vocabulary that may be striking and varied, but that is natural 

and not overdone.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content. 

 

Score 2.0 There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 

student: 

 

• Considering his/her audience, the student uses clear words, phrases and details (e.g. - 

sensory details, figurative language, reasons, evidence) to convey meaning while attending 

to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing 

(argumentative/informative/narrative).   

• recognizes or recalls specific terminology such as: 

o audience, appeals- logical, emotional and ethical, rhetoric, fallacies 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

Language is quite ordinary, lacking interest, precision and 

variety, or may be inappropriate to audience and purpose in 

places.  The writer does not employ a variety of words, 

producing a sort of “generic” paper filled with familiar words 

and phrases. The writing is characterized by  

• words that work, but that rarely capture the reader’s interest.  

• expression that seems mundane and general; slang, if used, 

does not seem purposeful and is not effective.  

• attempts at colorful language that seem overdone or forced.  

• words that are accurate for the most part, although misused 

words may occasionally appear, technical language or jargon 

may be overused or inappropriately used.  

• reliance on clichés and overused expressions 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content, but not the 3.0 content. 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 


